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hailand might not be on everyone’s radar
as a haute couture hub on par with
London, Paris or New York, yet the kingdom
is proving a fertile ground for a new breed
of young Thai fashion designers who are
garnering international attention for their
original and innovative ideas. We sample
a few upcoming stars, all of whose designs
are available at Siam Center, a shopping mall
that in recent years has become a hotbed
Boys for everything hip and happening in
Thailand

Wunderkind

hai designer Chalermkiat Khatikasemlert
(Pop) is the mastermind behind Wonder
Anatomie, a vibrant streetwear brand readily \
recognisable by splashy prints and parts of iv . y
animal anatomy. The young lion started out as an *t\, i
interior designer while moonlighting evenings selling
his creations festooned from second-hand clothes. Eventually
Pop made the switch to design and enrolled in fashion school
in Bangkok, soon landing a scholarship to study in Paris. After
returning to Thailand some four years ago, the next big step
was founding his own label.

It took the fashion prodigy, who has shone in the spotlight of
Paris Fashion Week, a couple of tries before his edgy designs
were spotted by an agent and started attracting buyers from
around the world. “Everybody came to the showroom [in Paris]
and we were very surprised that we got a lot of customers,” Pop says.
Last year Pop was invited to showcase his collection at Bangkok
International Fashion Week 2014 and Seoul Fashion Week 2014,
while the label has gained further momentum in Japan where

it was picked up by the hardest of department stores to

conquer — Isetan. The brand has also become a favourite for

the girls of 4Minute, a South Korean girl band, who all wear
Wonder Anatomie on the cover of their latest mini-album.
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Swimmin
with Sharks

W ith the summer season almost upon
o us in Thailand — April being the
hottest month of the year — an overview

&3 —I-é- = of Thai fashion would not be complete
-

_:4-;;1-4} +4o44 5 f oo - without a beachwear designer. Armed with
_____ y. H"f; :ﬁ“ - ' Jal % adegree in law from London’s prestigious
i ; b King’s College, Pow Foongfaungchaveng,
¢ the founder of TIMO men’s swim trunks,
decided to travel against the tide, opting
for a creative career instead. Pow first
worked as a curator at Thailand Creative
& Design Center and subsequently as a
concept designer for resorts. The TIMO
brand was born out of frustration when
Pow couldn’t find a style of swim trunks
he liked.

Recognising there might be a market
for designer trunks, he launched his first
collection four years ago. Initially selling
only via online channels, TIMO soon took ¥
flight after being written up in a number i
of international publications such as The
New York Times, Wallpaper, Monocle, and e
more recently GQ. He was also spotted

by influential fashion blogger BryanBoy

who raved, “I found the perfect swimming

who raved, found the perfct swim |_ eader of the Pack

fit. No one in this planet should ever wear ne of TIMO’s ‘Selected’ neighbours on the third floor of

board shorts unless they’re a surfer. Siam Center is leather goods label Container. Founded in 2010
Also, no one should ever, EVER wear by three friends including Kanit Tantiwong, an architect by trade,
those icky bikini speedo-cut trunks the brand prides itself on producing premium men’s accessories
unless you’re part of the (U.S.) that are classic and timeless. Using an array of different materials
Olympic swimming team.” —including vegetable-tanned leather, specially treated denim and
coated canvas — the intricacy of the products also lies in the finer
_ Combining, as Pow puts its, “a details, such as stitching and lining.
1"‘: x downtown preppy look with modern
‘,"_1':'-..: tailoring, bold prints, and a quirky story,” Initially selling from a friend’s shop on a made-to-order basis,
'_';q.- his line of swimwear is made from fine, Container was soon offered counter space at Zen department
F— fast-drying microfibre fabric and include store at CentralWorld, followed by The Emporium and Siam Center
h; ,-r; functional details like a handy pocket shopping centres. Over the past couple of years, the brand proved
o for your hotel keycard. TIMO’s newest a big hit with tourists and connoisseurs alike.
:";t arrival is a ‘killer’ collection called Deep
et Water featuring trunks printed with some “It's funny because | don’t really advertise myself as a brand owned
By © of the ocean’s deadliest fish. All prints by an architect,” Kanit says. “But somehow it’s attracting customers
='= - are designed in-house, meaning you from the design profession.” Besides valuing the fine craftsmanship
;:- : - are unlikely to bump into another pair of the accessories, another reason may be that Container’s high-
5= e - : on your summer holiday. TIMO can be end wallets, bags and luggage are relatively affordable compared to
k :- E el —1 found at The Selected multi-label store internationally-branded luxury goods. Shoppers in Singapore and
a3 ={IS==T==2 i i ' aw ner
-— - - v at Siam Center, while the brand’s many Indonesia will be happy to know that Container is stocked by Metro
S e ey [ SR - international stockists are listed on thei i '
- K s S T Tt R 3 in ernla Io'na stockists are listed on their at The Centrepoint on Orchard Road and Grand Central Indonesia
=~ :-=f-_‘;§ {E ":"'= ==n-—‘ - website timotrunks.com. department store in Jakarta.
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)\ Ready for
Bt [akeoff

lways eye-catching, the
costume jewellery and
accessories of 77" are best
described as wearable pop art.
His latest collection, for Spring/
Summer 2015, is a perfect example
of how designer Phongmanas
Sawaddichai, nicknamed Tern, lets
his imagination run wild. Featuring
a travel-inspired theme, pieces include
a colourful large-beaded necklace,
one of which is a globe, a speaker
headset — which upon closer inspection
is actually a metal brace necklace with
two red miniature jet engines — and
a small bag in the shape of a cuddly
white cat.

Tern, a graduate of Silpakorn
University’s Faculty of Decorative Arts
and Jewellery Design, established 77
in 2008 as a small stall at Chatuchak
Market in Bangkok. His fashion empire
now stretches well beyond the borders
of Thailand, not only designing the
jewellery for top Thai womenswear label
FlyNow but also for avant-garde
Korean designer pushBUTTON. The
Spring/Summer collection he created
for pushBUTTON recently showcased
at Korea Fashion Week. His designs
have been featured in numerous
magazines including L'Officiel, Harper’s
Bazaar, Elle Japan and Madame Figaro,
and among his fans he counts Anna
Dello Russo, a.k.a. the “Anna Wintour
of Japan” and editor-at-large of Vogue
Japan, who'’s been spotted toting 77™'s
signature pink poodle bag.

Although Tern’s travel-themed collection
would be ideally suited for selling
onboard an aircraft, passengers

will be disappointed not to see his
distinctive pieces listed in their duty-free
catalogue. Instead visitors to Thailand
can find Tern’s eclectic accessories

at the 77" boutique at Siam Center

and The Emporium shopping malls in
Bangkok, while internationally they’re
sold at select stores in China, Japan,
Dubai, Paris and the United States.
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